
Holding bags of relief supplies from 
Tzu Chi, the children smile broadly. 

1993/1 · Tzu Chi AI·chives 
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When the adults are out at work, the elder children in the family look after their younger 

siblings. Due to food shortages, most of the children are malnourished. 

1992/11 • Lin Wei-hsien 

In temperatures as low as -29 °C (-20F), the 

children have only these thin clothes to wear. 

1992/11 · Lin Wei-hsien 
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Chronic famine resulted in one third of the 

chil d pop ul a t ion being malnour i shed. 

Orph ans su ffer the wors t, their hea ds 

disproport ionately large in contrast to their 

emaciated legs. 

1999/1 · Wang Chih-hung 
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The government unprecedentedly allowed Tzu Chi volunteers to directly hand the 
relief supplies to its people. At the distribution site, group activities are carried out 
with enthusiasm. 

邑

1999/6 · Shen Wan-ching 
＇ 

People help each other to load bags of rice into carts, which are then hauled or 
pushed back to the village. 

1999/12 · Lee Wei-huang 
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A child studies a letter from Master Cheng Yen expressing her sympathy and 

best wishes. 

1999/12 · Lee Wei-huang 
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The men have died in the war. Women 
and children take shelter in thousand
year-old Buddhist grottos, where they 
face malnutrition and lack of medicine. 
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Overland transpo:-tation in Bamiyan Province had• been completely cut off. Airfreight was the 
only solution left, which is how medicine was twice delivered to the region through severe 
weather and the dangers of war. 

1998/5 · Wang Chih-hung 
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Tzu Chi and Knightsbridge International deliver relief supplies from tens of thousands of 
miles away to the Muslim people in need. 

1998/5 · Wang Chih-hung 
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others, lost her home to the floodwaters. Their 
only wish is to have a plastic sheet to shelter 
them from wind and rain. 
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Poor sanitary conditions after the waters abated led to skin 
diseases among the children. 

1993/9 · Tzu Chi Archives 

A classroom without walls, but with natural ventilation. 

1993/9 · Tzu Chi Archives 
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Eating whatever food they find on the ground, the children contract parasites 

that cause their bellies to swell. 

1993/9 · Tzu Chi Archives 
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The victims settle down in their 
new homes. Help from all over 
the world has made them feel 
less alone on the long road to 
complete recovery. 

2000/1 · Lin Feng-chi 
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Homes have been destroyed. Overnight, makeshift tents replace houses of concrete and steel. 

1999/8 · Tao Kai-lun 
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Through severe weather and more earthquakes, two hundred large insulated tents were completed 
after two months of continuous work, just before the end of Ramadan, the Islamic month of fasting. 

2000/1 · Lin Feng-chi 
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Long-term war crippled thirty , " 

percent of the country's 

population. Many victims were 

children, who paid a dear price 

for the grownup's war. 

｀、
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Distribution notifications in hand, the old men line up to receive relief supplies 

including blankets and winter clothes. In fact, their greatest wish is to return home 

and resume their farming. 

1997 / 6 · Tzu Chi Archives 

A fire destroyed their homes. Tzu Chi brings tents that help alleviate 

their misfortune. 

1997/6 · Chen Chiu-shan 
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There are three schools in the refugee camp in Sabirabad. At the distribution site, the 

children, on vacation, display the flag of Tzu Chi. Hopefully war and hatred will end 

with the older generation, as love and hope begin with the younger. 

1997 / 6 · Tzu Chi Archives 
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Naked and barefoot, they are the children of the refugee camps. Aside from being poor, they 
lack the opportunity to receive proper education. 

1995/4 · Huang Ching-yi 
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Civil war continues in the northwestern province of Battambang, also a major rice producing 

region. In the combat zone, armed soldiers and civilians fleeing from war are often seen. 

1995/5 · Tzu Chi Archives 

Shortages of food following the floods have caused many to miss the taste of rice. At the 

distribution site, some can ' t  wait until they go home to cook the rice they receive. 

1996/11 · Tzu Chi Archives 
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They don' t speak the same language, 
but as Tzu Chi volunteers lead the 
Cambodian refu g e e s  in group 
activities, smiles draw them closer. 

1995/1 · Tzu Chi Archives 

The worst flooding in thirty years submerged 
farmlands and crops. A drought fol lowed, 
comp l e ting the d e struction of food 
production. Tzu Chi helps over 2 3 0 , 0 0 0  
victims i n  four provinces i n  1 995 alone. 

1995/1 · Tzu Chi Archives 
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The children of the refugee camps have 
mhemted a 

f
rge part of the older 

generation's life. Still, there is hope for a 
better future fo r them. 

2000/1 · Hsiao Yao-hua 
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The once young, intrepid fighters are stranded. Tzu Chi volunteers care for these old 

soldiers who are either disabled or suffer from chronic illnesses. 

2000/1 · Hsiao Yao-hua 
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distribution of the crops produced at the Tzu 

Chi  vi l lages .  To solve this  p roblem ,  the 

Bangkok office raised funds to build a new 

road for Huiho village . But no contractor 

was will ing to undertake the construction, 

because the mountainous region lacked a 

t r a n s po rt a t i o n  

construction material  was difficult .  The 

volunteers therefore decided to build the 

w a t e r  s o u rc e  a n d  o f  

concrete road themselves. The road, 1 ,300 

meters (4 ,290 ft) long,  was completed i n  
1 9 9 8 .  F r o m  t h e n  o n ,  village children n o  

longer had t o  rise a t  dawn a n d  trek t o  the 

bottom of the mountain with baskets of fruit 

to be sold ,  and  then hasten back to the 

mountains again to attend school . They were 

spared that onerous task because now cars 

could run on the smooth concrete road. 
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In  addition, the volunteers visited aged 

veterans in nursing homes in Phatang and 

N o n g  B u a  regul ar ly  

m o n t h ly l iv ing  a ids  a n d  

necessities. During the three major holidays 

for the Chinese (Chinese New Year, Tomb 

Swee p i ng Day a n d  the M o o n  Fest ival ) , 

volunteers always went up to the mountains 

to cook dishes traditionally eaten on such 

B a n n - m ai a n d  
d i s t r i b u t e d  

d ays a n d  to  l e a d  g r o u p  a c t i v i t i e s  fo r 

entertainment. 

In  1997, the Thai government lifted the 

b a n  o n  C h i n es e  e d u c a t i o n .  Tzu C h i  i s  

currently planning a secondary school i n  

A m p h u r  F a n g  i n  a n  effo rt  to  i m p rove 

education for the refugees's children, so that 

they may have better job opportunities and 

thus solve their problems at the root. 

floods 
Project time : August 1 999 
Aid provided: Living necessities 

O n  July 3 1 ,  1999 ,  i n  the northeastern 

region of Thailand where the Mekong River 

flows through, heavy rainfall combined with 

r i s i n g  seawater  c a u s e d  fl oodwaters  t o  

inundate eight northeastern provinces. 

The floodwaters  su rged so  fast  thnat  。
r e s i d e n ts h a d  n o  t i m e  to  sa lvage t h e i r  

belongings. The waters swiftly rose to neck

high levels, and many people climbed onto 

rooftops to wait for help. The armed forces 

m o b i l i z e d  l a rge n u mb e r s  of t r o o p s ,  

helicopters, boats and trucks to rescue victims 

and place them in tempora1y shelters. 

Tzu Chi volu nteers i n  Bangkok found 

that most relief items were concentrated at 

towns and villages where transportation was 

more convenient .  They decided to focus 

relief work on the more remote villages in 

Ginjuwenfu and Dadaofu provinces. 

Tz u C h i  vol u n t e e r s  a s k e d  t h e  l o c a l  

government t o  provide i nformation about 

survivors a nd assistance in reachi ng the 

disaster areas. At the same time, relief items 

were being purchased and packaged. On the 

seventh day after  the d isaster  h i t ,  large 

quantities of daily necessities and food were 

prepared and distributed to almost a thousand 

families in Ginjuwen和 and Dadao和．

During the distribution, volunteers saw 

that several ,rillages were still inundated and 

that inhabitants could reach the outside 01趴

with skiffs or  by swi m m i ng .  There was 

obviously an urgent need for relief supplies. 

Vi l l agers  to ld  the  vol u nt e e rs that  they 

t h o u ght  Tzu C h i  was  a v e ry s p e c i a l  

organization i n  that vol u nteers n o t  o nly 

u nloaded the relief items from the trucks, 

b u t  p e rs o n a l l y  h a n d e d  t h e  g o o d s  to  

survivors while warmly greeting them. The 

gesture made the villagers feel respected. 
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Though teachers and teaching materials are hard to find, the veterans insist on a Chinese education 
for their children. Tzu Chi provides them with teaching materials and stationery and is planning to 
build a secondary school for them. 

1996 · Huang Ching-yi 
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1996 · Huang Ching-yi 

The completion of the Tzu Chi villages has also given the local 

children a better learning environment. 

2000/1 · Hsiao Yao-hua 
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Paren ts bring their c h i ldren to be 
examined and treated at the free clinic. 
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Despite the economic crisis and violence, Tzu Chi volunteers continue to help the needy. 

1999/1 · Kuo Yi-teh 
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A Tzu Chi volunteer helps an old woman who came alone to the distribution site. 

1999/3 · Lin Feng-chi 
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p�omptll distributed rice, canva� cloths 
sheets- after surveying what �d how 

l iefstili,plie_ Lwere actual ly needed. 

1998/11 · Hung Hai-peng 
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Tzu Chi staff divide the rice into piles and put them into bags at a distribution site. 

1998/11 · Hung Hai-peng 

Carrying bags of rice donated by Tzu Chi, the victims set off for home. 

1998/11 · Hung Hai-peng 
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clinics, it was difficult to find doctors willing 

to part ic ipate .  Gradually, as the overal l  

quality of the medical services began to gain 

recog n i t i o n , m a ny loca l  doc tors were  

inspired to  become involved. "Tzu Chi ' s 

free c l i n i c s  a lways h ave consc ie n t ious  

doctors, a l l  the necessary medicines, and 

volunteers who are fully cooperative," said 

Dr. Lu Wei-ting, a veteran participant in the 

free clinics. "These are the reasons why I 

am willing to provide my services through 

Tzu Chi .＂ 

Combining forces with local resources 

has enabled the free clinics to be even more 

comprehensive.  The Phi l ippine Chi nese 

Chamber of Commerce has not only helped 

arrange venues for the free clinics, but has 

also spread news of the free clinics through 

radio broadcasting. In addition, they have 

a lso  cove red a l l  costs fo r pat ients  who 

needed to  be hosp i ta l i zed after  i n it i a l  

treatment at the free clinics. 

Natural Disasters 
Project time: September 1 995-September 1 999 
Aid provided: Rel ief goods 

Every year the typhoon season threatens 

the Philippine Islands. In 1995, Typhoons 

Kent and Mameng caused lava from Mount 

Pinatubo to overflow and drive thousands of 

people in Pampanga Province, Luzon Island, 

from their homes. In November of the same 

year ,  Typhoon  Ange l a  wreaked havoc  

through twenty-four provinces, kill ing or  

wounding more than three thousand people 

and leaving 1 . 15 million homeless. In 1998, 

Typhoon  Babs raged in  Luzo n ,  k i l l i n g  

eighty-two people and injuring more than a 

hundred. In 1999, heavy rain poured down 

in Pampanga and Pangasinan provinces… 

Typh o o n s  a re not  the  on ly  n a t u ra l  

disasters to visit the archipelago. In 1998, El 

Nino  caused M i ndanao in the southern 

P h i l ip p i n es to  s u ffe r two consecut ive  

droughts .  The region faced severe food 

sh01'1ages. According to the local Red Cross, 

two hundred thousand fa mi l ies  needed 

immediate aid. 

When these disasters struck, Tzu Chi 

people went to work in remote, poor villages 

in the disaster areas. Over the years, Tzu Chi 

has provided at least forty thousand families 

with daily goods and food. 

For the small body of Tzu Chi volunteers 

i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  the  a re a  of t h e  

archipelago becomes ever larger. More often 

than not,  a disaster area might be in an 

unfamiliar place thousands of miles away 

from Mani la ,  where the Tzu Chi  branch 

。ffice is located. Whether it  is to investigate 

the disaster situation or to distribute goods, 

the  fi rst p rob lem vo lu nteers fa ce i s  

t ra n sport at i o n .  A l so ,  because  the  

gov e r n m e n t  h a s  not  es tab l i shed a 

comprehensive household administration 

system,  extra care needs to be taken i n  

ascertaining the number o f  refugees and 

controlling the amount of goods distributed. 

"We give aid and care to the victims 

when they are in difficulty. If one da?' they 

remembe r this and help others in turn ,  

then everything we are doing will be worth 

i t ."  Keeping the cycle of love in motion 

c o n s t a n t l y  m o t i v a t e s  t h e  T z u  C h i  

Philippine volunteers. 
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The Vietnam War ended more than twenty years 

ago, but the scars remain. Seen at the free clinics 

were people blinded or disabled in the war, and 

chi ldren with deformit ies caused by soi l that 

contained residues of chemicals used in the war. 

1998/5 · Lin Feng-chi 
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At a Tzu Chi free clinic, local doctors and overseas Chinese work with Tzu 
Chi volunteers to help the disabled people receive treatment. 

1998/5 · Lin Feng-chi 
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