[ elensny « 1yo-nzy )

HAFFELINAE

Buddhist Council of New South Wales

Incorporated

9% March, 2000

Buddhist Compassion Relief
Tzu-Chi Foundation

57 Archer Street
CHATSWOOD

NSW 2067

Amitabha!
Dear Dharma Friends,

On behalf of the Buddhist Council of New South Wales, 1 feel very
honoured to be invited to offer a message to the Buddhist Compassion
Relief Tzu Chi Foundation on the occasion of its 8% Anniversary
Celebrations and the Tzu Chi Academy of Australia on its 2™
Anniversary,

The Buddhist Compassion Tzu Chi Foundation has always been dear to
my heart, especially since T had the great honour of meeting Venerable
Master Chen Yen in Hua Lien several years ago. Being with this humble
Buddhist saint gave me the feeling of being in the presence of Bodhisattva
Kuan Yin, the very embodiment of compassion. When one of my fellow
visitors to her humble abode remarked that she should be nominated for
the Nobel Prize, her response was: “Fame and fortune are a burden. I want
to be free to do my work.”

During the devasiating earthquakes in Taiwan last year. the Buddhi
Compassion RelicfTzu Chi Foundation was first on the scene (o asses:
the necds of the people and (0 provide them with their immediate
necessities such as shelter and medicai care. Just prior to the Taiwan
earthquake, Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Foundation was present
in Turkey offering assistance in their earthquake disaster. Their
compassion transcends ethnic and religious differences. Where ever there
is a national disaster with an urgent need for assistance, you can be sure
that, while the international community discusses what assistance they will
provide, Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Foundation will already be
there serving the needs of the sufferers.

In Australia, although it has only been established here for eight years,
Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Foundation has demonstrated itself
to be an ideal citizen by funding medical and educational equipment to the
tune of several million dollars. Not only has it provided for these financial
needs, it has involved itself in the ‘Clean Up Australia Campaign’ as well
as encouraging many people to register with the Red Cross Blood Bank
for both blood and bone marrow donations. Last year, when the freak
hailstorm devastated the Eastern Suburbs of Sydney, members of Buddhist
Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Foundation volunteered to fill sandbags to
fasten the tarpaulins on the thousands of damaged homes.

Two years ago, the Tzu Chi Academy of Australia was established to
educate young Australians in Buddhist principles and to provide an
opportunity for these young people to preserve the culture and language of
their ethnic background in the spirit of multiculturalism. Our young people
are the future of our nation and it is essential that they realise the value of
ethical principles as a guide to their successful lives as Australian citizens.

Australia is a richer country for having the presence of this wonderful
socially conscious organisation. I hope that, eventually, the Buddhist
Compassion Relief Tzu Chi. Foundation will gain the overdue recognition
from our governments that it richly deserves.

Yours in the Dharma,

/4

Graeme Lyall
Chairman.
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