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Religious Leaders
Making a Difference

People who lead religious
congregations are in a unique
position to inspire acts of human
kindness. Many religious leaders
have chosen their professions
because they wish to help others find
spiritual peace and fulfillment. Many
dedicate their lives to the cause of
world peace and the betterment of
humankind.

Cheng Yen

Cheng Yen, a Buddhist nun working
out of Taiwan, has inspired countless
people to help others in need. Cheng
Yen became a nun while in her mid-
twenties. In1966 she founded the
Tzu-Chi (Compassionate Giving)
Foundation with her five disciples and
thirty followers. Since that time, the
foundation has developed into the
largest and most trusted charity in
Taiwan. Its mernbers devoie
theinseives 10 chiarity, heaith caie,
education and social and cultural
programs for humankind.

Cheng Yen's devotion to her religion
and to the goals of the foundation has
inspired a following of over 4 million
people around the world. The
foundation has raised a great deal of
money for helping people in need. In
addition to providing clothing, food
and shelter to poor and homeless
people, the foundation sponsors
several major community projects.
These include a nursing home for
elderly people, the Tzu-chi hospital
dedicated to serving the poor people
of Taiwan, The Buddhist Tzu-Chi Free
Clinic in the United States, the Tzu-
Chi college of Medicine, a Buddhist
cultural centre, and a nursing school
for young women form poor families.
Claes Nobel, founder and chair of
United Earth said: "Master Cheng
Yen's healing love and guiding light
set the stage for a New World
culture" where people can live in a
harmony with each other and in
harmony with the Earth." Whether or
not this new world culture comes to
pass, Cheng Yen's efforts have
certainly made the world a better
place for millions of people.
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QUICK FACT

The Tzu-Chi Foundation raised
enough money to construct
fourteen villages and over 3000
new homes in a flood-stricken
area of central China.
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