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The statue of Buddha, the Great Awakened One in the Cosmos. was brought
by Tzu Chi volunteers all the way from Malaysia. Locals have picked flow-
ers from their backyards or nearby as offerings. (Photo credit: Hui-Chen
Chuang)




EDUCATION, WITH HUMANITY

CALMING SPIRITS, EXTENDING HELPING HANDS

As the solemn chant of “Praise to the Buddha” rose with devout voices from the Maheswori tent
district, none of Tzu Chi’s medical relief personnel was left unmoved. This day was the three-
in-one celebration of Buddha Day, Mother’s Day, and Global Tzu Chi Day, and Tzu Chi offices
all around the world were holding great Buddha Day Ceremonies. After fourteen days of the
Nepal earthquake, here in the Buddha’s birthplace, in a distressed, disaster-stricken land, they too
held a simple, difficult to accomplish, but ultimately meaningful and extraordinary Buddha Day
Ceremony. All participants joined with Tzu Chi volunteers worldwide as they paid sincere respect

and gratitude for the Buddha’s grace and comforted the suffering.

The Buddha was born in the Lumbini Sacred Garden in Nepal. Here on the Indian subcontinent he
sought enlightenment, achieved Buddhahood, and taught the Dharma. After twenty-five hundred
years, Puddhism had spreac to the east, to mainland China and then on to Taivan, where it inspired
Tzu Chi. As volunteers were given the opportunity to bring admiration and gratitude to the Buddha
back to Nepal by acting out their faith and vows in the Buddha’s Dharma, a solemn cultivation

ground filled with impartial compassion emerged. It truly held extraordinary meaning.

Members of the third disaster relief and medical team to Nepal held the offerings of candles,
flowers, and water in the ceremony. As the music of “Our Mind, Still and Clear” played, they
walked with solemn and steady steps toward the Buddha Bathing table. They presented candles to
demonstrate their sincerity and fresh flowers to represent the wonderful fragrance of the Dharma.
Not only did sixty participants of cash aid livelihood program attend the entire ceremony, nearly
two hundred Tibetan Buddhist nuns from the Druk Gawa Khilwa Abbey, founded by Gyalwang
Drukpa, also participated. Local residents gathered at the site to participate together and calmly
and quietly lined up to pay respect to the Buddha. When they touched the pure water, they cleansed

their own mind; when they picked up a fragrant flower, they received fragrance of Dharma.
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Before the ceremony of Buddha’s Birthday starts, volunteers on
cash for livelihood program hold flowers to walk into the praying
place in pious wishes. (Photo credit: Hui-Chen Chuang)

CHAPTER 4 175



CELEBRATING BUDDHA'S
BIRTHDAY IN HIS HOMELAND

After the end of the Buddha Day Ceremony,
Gyalwang Drukpa sent his disciple to present a
golden Buddha statue to the Tzu Chi volunteers.
Dr. Yao-Jen Chang, vice superintendent of Taipei
Tzu Chi Hospital, accepted the gift on behalf
of Tzu Chi. Associated Press, Reuters, Agence
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France-Presse and a dozen or so Nepalese and
three Thai media outlets were present at the
ceremony. Da Ai Television covered the event
live so that Tzu Chi volunteers around the globe
could participate in the ceremony together.
Blessings and prayers for Nepal and the Nepali
people resonated in all four corners of the globe,
reaching all Buddhas and Bodhisattvas.
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Venerable Phra Dr. Anil Shakya and Tzu Chi volunteers led
the prayers. Front row from left: Chiu-Liang Huang, Rey-
Sheng Her, David Liu, Venerable Phra Dr. Anil Shakya,
Tsung-I Chang, Fu-Chuan. Huang (Photo credit: Yiu-hwa
Hsiao)
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The Dharma masters of Druk Gawa Khilwa Abbey, Tzu Chi Disaster Relief and
Medical Team, cash aid livelihood program participants, and earthquake survivors
line up for the Buddha Day ceremony. (Photo credit: Mun-Keat Lee, Hui-Chen
Chuang, Shu-Szu Chien)
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Tzu Chi volunteer Lori Chen stops and chats with the chil-
dren in the Maheswori tent area. (Photo credit: Hsing-Hung

Chou)
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HUMANITIES CLASSROOM
UNDER A TENT

Children squatting on the ground playing with send
ana gravel while dust and sana swirl 1n the wind 1s
a common scene in post-quake Nepal. Schools are
closed due to the damage while children idle all
day long in the tent area. Not only living in poor
conditions, they’ve lost their great chance to learn.

Tzu Chi volunteers are largely concerned about the
children’s situation after their visits. They made it
their priority to help and accompany the children
to break through. Tzu Chi Foundation specially
included educational members in the fifth Tzu
Chi Disaster Relief and Medical Team, including
Din-Bang Chen, Tzu Chi University’s Director of
Department of Communication Studies, Lee-Hwa
Cheah, Director of the Office of Humanities at Tzu
Chi College of Technology, and Shu-Chen Lin from
the Tzu Chi Teacher Association. Their goal was to
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introduce a touch of humanistic education into the
disaster area as the medical relief was already being
addressed.

Volunteer Din-Bang Chen decided to gather the
children together to start a humanistic classroom.
On the morning of May 22, Tzu Chi volunteers set
up the Tzu Chi Humanistic Classroom beside the
free clinic. Hung up on the tent were the lyrics to
Tzu Chi’s song “Prayer” in Nepali, English, and
Chinese, as well as a Tzu Chi banner. Jing Si Multi-
purpose Foldable Beds were used as portable chairs.
Forty or so children sang and danced joyfully to
Tzu Chi’s “Happy Face.”

The Jing Si Aphorism “Those who have self-
discipline are loved by all” was written on a piece
of cardboard and served was the day’s theme for the
class. Shu-Chen Lin taught children about discipline
in life with the help of young local volunteer Ria
Shabhi as the translator.

Lee-Hwa Cheah brought cards with the English
lyrics for “Love and Care for All,” and used a tablet
computer to play images and films such as the Story
of Littie Ants to capture the children’s attention,
vhile taking out the crayons at just the right
moment to draw along with the kids.

Chen was worried about low attendance initially.
But in less than twenty minutes, first ten, then
twenty, and eventually forty children joined in.
They learned about life through the easy-to-
understand Jing Si Aphorisms while basking in the
warm embrace of the volunteers.

Volunteers became more confident as they heard
the kids said, “We’ll show up every day at the Tzu
Chi Humanistic Classroom.” They looked forward
to continuing humanistic class while spreading the
class to other tent areas and schools.
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Tzu Chi volunteer: Lee-Hwa Cheah (right), Fu-Chuan Huang (left) are
sharing fairy tales to children in Liwali Tent. (Photo credit: Chi-Hung
Ku)
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In the tent area of Maheswori, Tzu Chi volunteers set up the Tzu Chi
Humanities Classroom next to its free clinic. Volunteer Shu-Chen Lin
(left) led the young Ria Shahi (center) and others to perform a sign lan-
guage song, as well as teaching Jing Si Aphorisms and environmental
protection. (Photo credit: May-Lu Lee)
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In Shree Mangal Dvip Boarding School, there are cracks on
the walls caused by the earthquake. Tzu Chi volunteers bring
students’ smile back by singing songs and perform sign lan-
guages under a tent set up by school. In relay, volunteers of
different relief teams continue to care for the students. (Photo
credit: Hui-Chen Chuang)
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CHILDREN OF THE HIMALAYAS

Founded by Thrangu Rinpoche, the Shree
Mangal Dvip Boarding School in Kathmandu
was established especially for children of the
Himalayas. It has 500-600 students. It takes them a
week to reach the school from their homes. For the
sake of their children’s future, parents have to let
them enroll in the boarding school.

The walls of the school have large cracks after
the earthquale. About 100 hundred students and
40 teachers remained on camipus afier the qualke.
The school set up tarps and tents, but children
got mosquito bites at night. The principal was
especially concerned about the threat of mosquito-
borne diseases. The Tzu Chi Disaster Relief and
Medical Teams went to the school several times
after its first visit on May 14. Volunteers brought
medicine and mosquito repellents and also held free
clinics.

Two days before classes resumed on June 1, Tzu
Chi volunteers brought six large tents and three
sets of solar panels, to give more space for students
in their classes, playtime and meals as well as
lighting.

Students have studied English since they were
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young and so have a good grasp of the language.
Besides, their standard of singing is exceptional.
Tzu Chi volunteers sang and drew with them.
Malaysian volunteer Siew-Kian Teoh taught them
the song of “Love and Care for All” in English and
explained the meaning of the lyrics. She explained
that, in life, we should always be grateful and
tolerant toward others and reach out to people in
need.

The volunteers have visited the Shree Mangal
Dvip toarding School many tinies cince the first
-elief teain arrived for disasicr ascessmernt after the
quake. The relief teams continued bringing care
and accompanied the students along the way of
recovery after the quake. Now the children’s fear
after the disaster is being steadily replaced by the
sound of reading and innocent smiles.
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Volunteers teach children to sing a Tzu Chi song “Love and
Care for All.” From left: Ya-Chun Tsai, Wen-Lung Hsu,
Cheng-Kiat Tham, Chi-Hung Ku. (Photo credit: Ching- Hung
Yeh)
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On the day of classes resumed, Tzu Chi volunteers brought stationery to the students. Every-
one is happily taking a group picture with their new pencil. (Photo credit: Chi-Hung Ku)
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With limited resources, students mended the tears on the books of su-
tra with tapes and stitches. They still treasure every book very much.
(Photo credit: Chi-Hung Ku)
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A young Nepali volunteer carefully wipes an elder’s face,
respecting her just as she would her own parent. (Photo

credit: May-Lu Lee)
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GRATITUDE AND
BLESSING CEREMONY

At the beginning of June, the fifth Tzu Chi Disaster
Relief and Medical Team arrived at the Maheswori
tent area. The young volunteers accompanying the
team had started to prepare for their exams. Tzu
Chi’s fifth team was getting ready to depart soon.
Before they left, the volunteers began to think about
what to give them as a gift. Singapore volunteer
Lo Hsu Hsueh-Yu suggested that they hold a small
ceremony of gratitude and blessing. In this way,
they could thank these thoughtful young volunteers.
At the same time, they could also have them thank
the elders in their community.

June 2 was the day of the ceremony. Originally,
the volunteers had planned to nave the young
volunteers serve tea and wash the feet of the elders.
But they realized that there could be sand blowing
outside at noon; so they came up with the ingenious
solution of replacing water bowls with wet cloths
and tea cups with candy. As the young people went
one by one to wash diligently the hands and faces
of their elders, many of the old people were moved
to tears. Fifty-eight-year-old Bisnu Maya Bohaju
has only two sons. When a young lady knelt down
and washed her face and hands, she was moved to
embrace her as if she were her own daughter.

Shu-Chen Lin is a member of the Tzu Chi Teachers’
Association. She mobilized the local young people
in the same way that Tzu Chi teachers in Taiwan
accompany students. She felt that having the
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children enact filial piety with their own hands
would be more powerful than having their parents
or teachers explain it a hundred or a thousand
times.

As the love flowed, this warm and moving event
turned from smiles to tears. Local volunteer Unish
Khyaju made this vow: “if [ have an opportunity in
the future, I want to become a Tzu Chi volunteer
and do good deeds with Tzu Chi.” At the other end
of the table, Niroj Kusma had drawn a large heart.
Inside the heart were many smaller hearts, and
Niroj had written in English “Tzu Chi Great Love.”
It deeply moved every volunteer who saw it.

At the end of the gratitude and blessiug ceremony,
sveryone prayed together that the world be free
1rom disasters and their exams would go smoothly.
Together they sincerely sang “Prayer.” Finally,
everyone hung the blessing cards they had written
onto the blessing tree: and, in so doing, they
brought the event to an end.
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A magnitude 7.3 earthquake hit Nepal again
on 12 May. The team holds a blessing prayer
at Maheswori tent area to comfort the terri-
fied villagers. Tzu Chi volunteer, Maniram
Bahadur Pradhan, who married a Taiwanese
lady, uses local language to clam his fellow
people. (Photo credit: Shu-Szu Chien)
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The coordinator of Libali tent Purna Duwal
(left) and Joe Huang discuss the details of a
prayer event. (Photo credit: Chi-Hung Ku)
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A blessing ceremony is held in narrow pas-
sage in Libali tent area. Although it is not a
most ideal venue, the residents still concen-
trate on watching a video of Dharma Master
Cheng Yen’s speech. (Photo credit: Ching-
Hung Yeh)
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Tzu Chi volunteers hold a prayer of blessing in a dry pond near Monkey Temple tent commu-
nity and appeals many residents from other tent areas to join. (Photo credit: Ching- Hung Yeh)
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UNIFORM DISTRIBUTIONS

As classes resumed, Tzu Chi volunteers visited
schools and surveyed the needs. They found that
many students were wearing slippers and casual
clothes to school. Some were wearing unfit
uniforms. They later learned that many students’
uniforms, shoes, and textbooks were buried in the
earthquake’s debris. There were also many families
that could not affiord to purchase new ones.
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To allow the students to focus on their studies,
Tzu Chi volunteers visited nearly twenty schools
to measure students for clothing and shoes and
distribute textbooks, uniforms, shoes, socks, and
other necessities for school and daily living to
underprivileged students.

When students lined up to receive their new
uniforms, volunteers gently placed them in each



student’s hands with a ninety-degree bow. As the
volunteers raised their heads from the bow, they
and the children smiled at each other at the same
moment. It truly was a special moment—the
most beautiful interaction in between.
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"The child is the star of future". As classes resumed, many
students could only wear whatever uniform they have left
after the quake. The desperate need for help is clear. (Photo
credit: Hsing-Hung Chou)
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Tzu Chi volunteers distribute new textbooks, uniforms, shoes and stationaries in Shree Himalaya Primary
School. Su-Lan Tai (center) with other volunteers help a young student put on his new uniform. (Photo credit:
Hsing-Hung Chou)
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Young girl tries on her new uniform. (Photo credit: Hsing-Hung Chou)
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In Shree Nil Barahi Primary School, volunteers introduce each distribution item to the teachers and students.
Tzu Chi volunteers from second left: Yi-Lin Lin, Hsiang-Ju Chen, Yu-Hu Liu, local volunteer Ravi Kumar
Shrestha. (Photo credit: Hsing-Hung Chou)
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Students from Pramodaya Prathmik Vidylaya (primary school) are happy to take a
photo with the school supplies they just received. ( Photo credit: Tsung-Pao Huang)
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Students of Shree Saraswoti Lower Secondary School welcome Tzu Chi volunteers
by performing music on the distribution ceremony. (Photo credit: Hsing-Hung
Chou)

7
HEFPRE2L 8RN RAFHRAMNESGRER - (B BFL)

In Ganesh Secondary School, students can’t wait to flip through their new English
textbook. (Photo credit: Hsing-Hung Chou)
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