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Editor's Preface

This book contains the papers published by the scholars and guests at the
International Conference on Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction and
Recovery held in Pingfang on September 11-12, 2017. It was co-organized by
the National Pingtung University of Science and Technology and the Buddhist
Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Foundation, and Charles Darwin University of
Australia. The scholars and guests came from Taiwan, Australia, Japan, New
Zealand, Turkey, and Czech Republic.

As climate change worsens and the world is struck by natural disasters that
are increasingly serious, we hope that this book can benefit others by spreading
awareness of the principles of Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction and
Recovery.

The conference ook as its base the Sendai Agreement that was passed
on March 18, 2015 at a meeting in Sendai, Japan. It was supported by 2,800
government representatives from 187 countries; they reached the agreement
after five days of marathon negotiations.

The Sendai Agreement calls for greater attention to pro-active approaches
to disaster risk reduction (DRR) and disaster recovery. DRR strategies include
policies, strategies and practices intended to manage risk arising from the
interaction between people, natural hazards and the environment. The Agreement
linked DRR and disaster through the concept of Build Back Better (BBB). This
concept argues that disaster response and recovery initiatives should include
not just recovery, but also ways to develop the capacity of society and citizens
to develop social capital in affected areas and the ability to deal with future
disasters and unforeseen events. Central to this is the understanding of how
knowledge of community development and community empowerment theories
and practices inform DRR and BBB strategies.

Taiwan has developed and adopted many practices of how these rela-
tionships can be developed and applied. Major examples include reconstruction



projects and the role of NGOs in supporting community recovery. However,
to date, there has been no systematic review of research and practice of ways
that allow them to be aligned with DRR and BBB practices and can provide a
model for adoption of the scientist-practitioner model, to develop and integrate
DRR and recovery interventions. Social service agencies and NGOs in Taiwan
already have strong community development and engagement philosophies
and practices. This conference explored ways in which these existing agency
strengths can support the DRR and BBB practices that are being developed and
applied by risk management agencies.

The two-day conference provided an opportunity to bring together people,
representatives of agencies and NGOs and practitioners and researchers to
discuss the lessons and experiences {rom past events and how they can be
integratec to lay the foundations to aevelop guidelines for community-based
DRR and recovery practices. The conference included international and
domestic speakers.

The presentations covered, for example, the role of governance practices
in setting a societal perspective on DRR and BBB; international and domestic
examples of DRR and recovery practices and their implications for developing
best practice; examples of agency and NGO best practice in community
development and community-based DRR and recovery; community case studies
of how art, culture and economic issues can be accommodated in community-
based activities; and developing empirically valid models of DRR and BBB
practices. A plenary session also provided an opportunity to lay the foundations
for best practice guidelines that agencies and NGOs can use to existing
community development and engagement practices, to integrate them with
DRR and BBB goals. In doing so, they demonstrated how such an approach
can develop social capital in Taiwan communities in everyday life. This is not
only when disaster strikes, this approach can also provide more cost-effective
approaches to promoting the development of social capital in everyday life.





